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Fort, and ſeveral other, g. 5 
© miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt,” have 
made 4 change in their ſentiments and mi-. | 
5 nit : namely, t] formerly thought the 
cas and invitations of the goſpek were xor 
3 Sangre rag They now believe they ARE ſo... 
Y I Mr. has wrote in vindication of this great 
| truth; and che 1 Pages 1 refer t to his 1 


; for Nr. F. and an 
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' Page. Line.. : 9 8 | | We IT 
20. 1. for «nd read an. | 
22. 4. for it is read is It e 
1b. ut. for Ezekel read Epheſ.7 
24. ;. for continued read contained. 
' 42. 22. for lil, read ii. 15 
| 353.19. For credat read credit. OF ow: 
. 23. for. pertineat read pertinent... 
© 542. 19. for eoſque nead ebuſ due 
Gr, 11. for and read but . gi 
: 22. 32+ for xxxii. read xxxiii. 1 
Ib. ih for x Tim. ii. 2. read 1 Tim. i ii. 4% 
91. 28. for upon read br. 
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mm Abl ene exceeding] y. obliged to you for- 
” 7 the peruſal of Mr. Fang late 
* I Pamphlet ; and I now lay bold of 
SNN a ſe leiſare moments, amidſt vari- 

ous ayocations, to gratify you, bya 
few; obſervations upon it, purſuant to your re- 
queſt. [You kaow 1 have very little time to 
ſpare for anneceſlary. compliments,. and there - 
fore, 1 deſire to be excuſed if you here meet 
-with very littleamuſtimgent of that kind. At 
che ſame time, I deſire an will believe that 
Im quite Gnoere, when, I. tell you, that I very. 
highly value your pious friend; and if 
ſhould e it proper to expoſe theſe .remarks- 
to an of your acquaintance,..-or; ſhould the 
ever be —— vy * ee 


* 
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"#4 


3 8 4 3” . 
e W 1 ſhould feel with him at for” 


f bim, i in caſe 1855 ſhould give him 2 moment 8 


pain. M0 6 

1 greatly rejoice to ſee © important 2 fibj et 
treated with, ſo much ſeriouſneſs, gere 
and frankneſs of temper; and with ſo 8 
force of argument as are often conſpicuous in 
his performance; and I think it an unſpeakable 
met cy that the God of love has led him, and ſo 
many other good men, to a clear conviction of 
the truth, in a matter of ſuch vaſt moment, 
J. feel myſelf happy in the proſpe& of thoſe 


| conſequences- which may in time follow upon 
ſuch revolutions, in the revival of true, practical, 


and. powerful godlineſs. May the God of the 


ipirits of all fleſh haſten it in its time ! It has 
> _ indeed often aſtoniſhed me, and it doth, afſtoniſh 
me ſtill, that an * honeſt thinking man, who 


reads his Bible, ſhould be Capable of oppoſin 
ithe univerſality of goſpel invitations. And 1 
muſt think that if theſe good men could be 
any-way brought, in a diſpaſſionate and chrif- 
tian manner, to review the ſeveral paſſages Which 


1 Mr. F. alludes to in the firſt paragraph of 


his preface, and interſperſes in the work? itſelf, 
they would find them abundantly ſufficient to 


"convince an unbiaſſed mind, that they are, "As 


he obſerves, . addreſſed to unconverted ſinners;“ 


and that there muſt be a moſt unwarrantable : 
force put upon them, to make them“ appear to 


ſpeak of, any other repentance and faith, 


than what are connected with fal vation. 
Beſides, as our author intimates; the ſucceſs 
which has generally attended this free manner ot 
addreſſing a is a proof in fact, which 
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nothing in theory.” can withſtand, that God 
appfoves of, and owns this method of Fr * ings 
and is ; glorified by 6 oy 

I am bappy. to find, that wheh Mr. F. was 

cc | vinced of his former miſtakes, he began, "ty | 


prayer and ſupplication, to implore inftruc- | 
de tion and reſolution,” from him who alone 
is able to give it. For it is 2 melancholy, but 
obyious truth, that we are, by nature, in the 
dark with regard to the moſt intereſting parts 
of the Divine will. And when we are 'broughht 
to the knowledge of it, the profeſſion and vin- 
dication of it requires ſome degree of fortitude z 
though the cauſe of Truth is the nobleſt cauſe 
in the world; and though raſhneſs, ignorance, 
and ſervile compliances, are, and ever eons been 
the dane of chriſtianity. 
I am peculiarly pleaſed with Mr: Fe iges of 
the goſpel; that “ what conſtitutes the goſpel 
6 is good news. This deſcription of the 
polpe el, which is not andy: contained in the'very 
term Itſelf, but- is naturally derived from tile 
contents « of i it in the ſacred records, is ſo encou- 
ragin to an awakened ſinner, ſo animating, 3 
and fo full of inſtruction to the miniſters 'of _- 
Chriſt, that 1 pray God we may never loſe. 
fight of it! Let this once go, and the miniftry 4 
Wia burthen indeed! Who could bear the. EDS 
ought of carrying” any other meſſage to a 
loft World, a world of condemned finners > T 
cafry any meſlage to men, not containing g06d 
I; is only tormenting en before the time. 
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A > obedience, in the conde 


| — Gi 'of the Univerſe, the ( een 
ave offended and provoked, b 0 der 

de juſtly. puniſhed, is 5 indeed? N. 
thinks this meſſage is calculated to enliten every 
power of the preacher, and. to open every ſprings 
and ſow every ſeed of d by ratitude, 8 and 
ner, by whom 

is cordially. received. Such feds e as this 
is adapted, to uſe. the words. of a ſenſible 
writer, to remove! :a - mral indifpg/ition of the 


5 mind—as. the preſcriptions. of a phyſician, or 


the operations of, a- furgeen are ſuited to re- 
6 move. any natural: diſorder of. the body t, 
Or, in the ſtrong words of the great Apoſtle, 


« It ĩs the power of God unto ſalvation, 6.00575 


6: one that believeth4.”” 
Ik 1 know my own heart, Sir, * ſpeak with 


s contained in Mr F's pamphlet; and 1 
> way him for his work's Cake, and for the 


t truth that dwelleth in him.” 1 think he has 
=_ fully eſtabliſhed his grand point, and has ſaid 


many things in proof of it, that will never be 


fairly anſwered, And ſhould ſome of the prin- 
FCiples from which he reaions be leſs valid and 

certain than he apprehends, it is not to be won- 

| dered at, and all things. conſidered, we may 


much in excuſe of it. Shouldl happen in 


ge any thing to differ. from him, 1 am ſure | take 


no delight in this difference. And "ſhould I 


Fo. mention it in the keen letters to my —_— 


"aft 


Rev. C. Rin 8 Addrefs to the ſerious and 4 
'Proeſſor of ann P. 12, 13.—1 1 Rom. i. 10. 
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In the mean time, I pray 8 $4 — 


our Lord Jeſus may be with your I 
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1 is me Fler of: Cbrigianity, has: BE Jer 
4 poſes nothing upon man, without evidence 
but. Appeals. to our reafon, underſtandin g, ani 
conſcience, - for the truth and l 


. s, already ſufficiently authenticated, and to 
iracles he wrought, which cou d not be 


Luinity of- his miſfion, and the truth of hie 


performance, is, the unreſervedneſs with which 


i BH he... declares his ſentiments, and intimates his 
© dere to have them fairly examined j; and that 


done reaſon why his friends advifed the publi- 
Action of. it, Was, . excite a ſpitit of im 
3 | * 2 8 partial enquiry.“ This is ſpeaking and 
ing like a man 0 wiſhes truth to be dif- 


is + . and to prevail; who is not afraid of 5 


1 FT; the cauſe he hath eſpouſed ; ; and who is :difin- 
2 tereſted in his attempts to promote it. Fri 
"MI ; "theſe . hints, 4 alſo, am emboldened: to write 
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what it recommends to our faith and practice. 
Thus our Saviour appealed to dhe jewiſh wri- 


$i unleſs by the power of God, for th 
Wctrine*, And one excelleney of your friend's 


2 . . freedom, not fearing to offend him; 
ufed, from the knowledge 1 have of 
_ your. canter 4s; 8 you: will . 


* Ser Jobn 7. 3. -v 24. +Preface 1 ; 
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F. 
1 23 Fea That al evil comes from the creat 
wx 

1 10 now e called — and, [ Þ 
eme others, on the contrary fd of the 


_ Cafe than I am 


e have the Honour of all the goed. Others, © 
It that err as much on the opptſite fide, feenn 


u cher geod; 


"IF 8 ; 


435 


e eee he. nen 


of our author's 61 dati that 
are mee 
different; and that Ke hoods underſtanding; 


1 am quite 


maintaid. But he enlarges more fully on this 
ſubjeck afterwards; and whether any farther 
remarks may be advantageouſly made upon it; 
TI fhall probably ſubmit to er JUNIORS on N 
future occaſon. 1 

I all our dealings with. God and man, Mr. 8 
5 poſition: fhould certainly ever be kept in 
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too free in his of thoſe 


queſtion; I refer to vou and others. who! , 
poſſibly. better. qualified: to decide in the 7 

2m; The cenfure E mean, Sir, is 4 
this#.. + e Theſe now commonly £alled. u < = 3 
& mind, feem willing to grant” Him, (it, 
„Geh the Led, to own that they are in blame e. 
all the. bad; but then, ey will as! wel J 


44 willing that God ſhould have all the praiſe ſn 
but then, they ate determined as 


well, de ſhall have all he blame ſor the : 


A 
* N 
* ag bd 


| Fer et 10 Ne T. 91 | 
our F riend Is, to | 1— the ee : 
im debate. . The onal, dhe ſays, © is not 
Teabont election, &. „And, it is Keen; it Is 
not directly on this ſubject... But, perhaps, it 
will appear upon cloſer conſideratien, that this 
diſpute has a remote influence on the different 
ways of explaining the doctrine of election. 
However as be ade ner it, Win this Aighr . 
_ _ remark; ſo do I. a Cl 
Aa queſtion orhether. our author is  perfettly | 
accurate, in i ſaying, that no ſort... of. hope is 
t held out in. all the book of God, to any * 
as, ſuch conſidered. It is to a ſinner conh dered 
«* as penitent, that the goſpel holds out 16 18. 
den ſceptre; and to him, and him only 
Wk convinced ef ſin, and 4 95 os Nog 
rough it, is the promiſe o alyation 
0 r He has before jutiy, d 5 | 
_ that'the-+poſpel contains god news, 3 will 
: not deny, that * the. goſpel is to be 5 5 
0 to everycreature.#? Now how can we preach | 
3 - the goſpel, that is, preach good News to. Ever ! 
Creature, and hold out 20 fork, of hope“, "to 
_ every. creature? For —_ undoubtedly the 
Wc - ; is the foundation, and. t only. foun= 
Jatꝗion of à ſinner's hope. It is certain no 5 
3 but the convinced ſinner Jays. o of 1 1. 


4 


* ere ener ee. „ AE 4 3 3 


this hope. But that is no proof, that ** 9 fore , 
„doof hope is held out“ to others. . - There is cl 
an evident difference between hope held r | be 
LL. - _ ne nen 51 * is 0 "Bat 1 


+ "Mark xti. 15. „„ Dd 


g 6 11 * 


but thy latte is only Wen to the true penitent; | 
Mr. F's "hypotheſis clearly requires this diftincs 
| tion, and, 1 think, can never be manritained 
without. it. And we ae taught; if T' miffake 
not, to mate fuch 2 diſtinction as this, by the 
Ap oſtie himſelf, when” he mentions it as the 
cia of "the believer, that he has <<: fled 
for e lay hold on the hope ſet befote 
him.“ ferting of this hope before him 
is one thing; his laying hold on it is another“ 
It is true, Mr. F. afferwards qusliſes this 
idea. And I readily grant, chat none but the 
penĩtent believer, is brought WOUS: ee 


mates Afterwards, that the goſpel. invites and en- 3 


courages all men to return 120 God; and admits 
that © the wicked is invited to for fake his way, 
© and the unrighteous man his thoughts; with 
&© the 1 abundant pardon, ow ſuch relin« 
* eh nent.” If this'be true, — poo OT 
is, then there is undoubt | 
60 16 5 ber- to the witkek | in this promiſe. 
5 However this little inaccuracy may be conſidered = 
rather as an oyer-ſight,. than” = error 85 your | 
r eee, 
But H think it is of more in apo rt: ace. 9 zb- 
ſerye that our author y à very 2 
FL, of the paſſage he here e -tof; which is 
„Let him (the wicked): turn to the Lord, and 
ur Gop:”, This expreffion plainly, ine 

08 what the New Teſtament calls /aeth, or 
| A wirhout which en can 090 no = 
| doo 
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dong. Tei is ; not the ſinner who only. rolls quifheth 
bis fen, but who turns to the Lord, and believes 


in Jeſus Chrift, that ſhall r receive pardon. And 


therefore, Mr. F's manner of ſpeaking here 


appears to me evidently. 1 though not 


deſigned, to leave the ſinner at a diſtance from a 


God and in a ſtate of condemnation. 


thor s preface, relates to a ſubject, . .of which, 


ü \nd_. lowing, .- es, I her e paſs ove 
Many valuab remarks, in my opinion 
ontained in them; even nk every. ow 


inability . . 
every reac 


hould not be entirely a proved... by 
er. The pious. and candid; ſpirit wi 


which, be Appears to ſubmit his performance t to 


public nation, ee him to me; 
po m 95 ſweet p AS the, 1 5 las 
den ene 5 


e may 7 
| 00 IE our. 20 
peac in et ofa. ble. e ty, 
ee 8 h our. 5 77 5 5 


16 1 am, 2 7 £4, 82 a0 F as 
| z. d © "aff 8 nomen, ours, NE 250 
f Nor. 5. 1788. 1 baer deres 
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8 See Mark xvi. 16. John 3 56. I Compare 
Acts x. 43. xxxix. 39. K. e 
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The laſt paragraph of page 8th, in our au- 
yy. e lie r you my ee ah ct | 


1 fays. on the lau, and on faturl and —— | 


Jeſus F anten . 
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Nr * b with is, that thes bfetvi 
3s tions Which Mr. F. makes on the 
"of the ſoul, and the importance. of ſalva- 
Berg may ever deeply impreſs your mind, and 
my dun! I think a proper ſenſe of theſe things 
is one of the beſt qualifications of a minifter. 
1 confeſs and lament my great want of. it. 
That miniſter who feels this, as he ought to do, 
- will- undoubtedly” defire to addreſs mankind in 
the moſt proper manner. No mode of faddreſs 
can be ſo proper as that we are taught in ſerip- 
ture; and therefore we 75 never do better 
than advert to that. Mr. F. is perſuaded, and 
foam I, that the ſcripture teaches miniſters to 
invite all men to repent and believe in ſeſus 
Chriſt; and to enforce this invitation by the 
pPromiſe of pardon and life. The proofs of this 
are many; and I apprehend, irrefragable Many 
of theſe proofs Mr. F. has in my opinion; well 
tated, and illuſtrated. But I cannot ſay, I am 
- thoroug| y ſatisfied. with allhe has written on 
this ſubjet. 

After he has Rated the different Ade 
of the word faith, he particularly diſtinguiſhes 
eee the 9 of fa th, and the ag” of 
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. and att of Faith" * is. 


The e . the fcripture Ae 8 
fly” under- 
Rand a diſtinction between an honeſt e it in 


e make this diſtinction.““ 1 can ea 


the mind, and an upright conduct among me 

Arhich our author fuppoſes a ſimilar eaſe- Bu 

4 you, Sir, upon reſfection, will think the eaſes 
' ; different. © For faith does not 3 con- 

:4 It is -with 'the heart, chat man deli 

| unto righteouſneſs}. PE one oo 3 

Faith in Chriſt bigs ST i an: 


- 4, 


Thou h it appears to. me, that y have ex- 
ꝓreſſed themſeives in a mannery which naturally 
conveys this idea to their readers; When yet, 
they make it appear in their further illuſtrations, 
chat chis is not their ſettled judgment; as indeed, 


done would hardly ſuppoſe it 222 the detiber- 


ate judgment of any thiaking man. But itgannot 


be denied, — of the common people ſeem 


Ain tkis manner to think and ſpeak of it. Mr. F. 
has, I think, r abſurd and 

miſchievous notion et L humbly — 2 
there is a ſenſe in which it is n y far every 
one to be perſuaded of his intereſt in „if the 

be proper 

can rationally truſt in him tor ſul vation. But as 


it will be neceſſary to enlarge on chis: more fully 
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With evidence of my intereſt In Chriſt, _ 
Auranee which ariſeth from this enidence. 
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in this connection, before he 
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Þ 6 and chat Jeſus. is both 1 hop 
Without ſuch. perſuaſion, all the regards I cat 


| Idconfifient with your friend's Fe Bran 6-4 
nsral, and his views of faith in particular.“ 


therefore thinks no one can believe that Shri 


_ - vation of Chriſt. And he 175 not ſuppoſe t = 
faith includes in it confidence ; F Gut ova more 
than giving credit to the teflimony of ad contey ing 


ſalt embarraſſinent to n Bos . 
howerer, God afiſtin ag & ſo give. vou my thoughts 
on the former. of the 


I But: he has not J5 1 me that is is the 
As hi res rather circumſtantial than effential to 


5 in ew, ſhall ouly. make a few general remarks 


© Ba 'Þ © PI, 


fy 


egen ed 
t Jeſus died for me, an chat the various Pleff- 4 
gs of Hfe and ſalv on, are el for | 2 A 
ug N 
ſave me how can I confide in him as 4 4 7 


have to 
un el. 
ou, Sir, will probably tell me, 


<ſus, are not the aan 15 25 wth, but 8 


. 


does not believe that Chriſt died for al; 
died for him, till he comes to partake of che fal- 


<> * 


\Lanfwer 3. This1 grant, and this 1 awk 1. 5% 


ects in a following 
letter. As to the latter, I confefs chat Mr. F. 5 
ippoſes faith in Chriſt to be only; iving „ 
it to the divine teſtimony Ws... Eil * 


proper ſcriptural account of faith in Chtiſt. But 


1 point, which both Mr. F. and I have 


| 2 2 Gays that 9 faith app pears. always. to 
ce care in it che idea of crediting ſome teſtimony, 
et Ke. This 1 readily allow. Faith undoubt- 
"dy carries An or e G 8 _— of 
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« 4 teſtimony. * Alle this is is 5 proof that faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt” is no more than crediting a teſti- 
ff Abele of ube iruibt is Certainly neceſſaty : 


and hecéffary in the Rrſt place, in order that a 


finer may be brought to tlie En 1 8110 yment of ſalva- Y 


theſe w 
defonit 5 


„intended to give us a — abil Tu 
In Ch Ober 


r of faith ia, which Mr. F. ſeem 


to take for | Reg $, rather than probe. Vet „ 
n 


may certainly be allowed, as he obſerves, that 


de bat is hors called the belief of the truth is pe. 


<6. cular to the cl, accompanies /an&ification of 


ſalvation, till he believe the goſpel which re 


dially MIT” by faith, the ſinner” is «there 
enabled to lace c confidence i in Jeſus. _ TE ob 
Whether 


. Ny 
13 
5 4 


"_ from hence, conclude that it cannot be 


or confiding i in him. 


what degree or extent muſt a poor ſinner believe 
the truth of the goſpel, in order to be juſtified ? 


. # 


: . 14. P. 24, * 


tion. But ee e beat poſtle, ml 


0 the ſpirit, and terminates in falvationF.”  Be- 
cauſe none can believe or confide in Chrift'ts 5 


him as a faviour|| ; ; and when the goſpel i is 1055 5 


Ir. F. be quite conſiſtent on this fab- 5 
ject, T will not at preſent aſſert. But as he 
Allows that * believing and trufting are commonly 
F - | *ufed- ſynonimouſly, when. ſpoken of in relation 
_ ſpiritual things* 7” this grantsallI with; 


e bo to repreſent believing 1 in Chrift, as Froſting 
I would venture to ee, on i this ſubjeR, to 

The way of acceptance with God is of the firſt 

importance; and therefore ought to be made 


gy plain · Nr F. inſiſts * cler 5 


= 2 Theſſ. i ii 13. vp. 10. # r. 11. h Rom. 


of 
= 49 ; F. 
80 10m Nay « 


Wk Ati 10079 of i : wo | 
daliers th 8 and kl hat “ ihis, moſt 
ertaibly. 8, wi hateven (ood | hath. yeported, conn 
t dene that Was dt 
< mays? Ee this; extend,” >: be, fr engt 
Ki * only.to the, .aſcertainiog. of general truths, bur 
4 tot Particular, deſcription; of their ingriphe 
_cc naturel- FA Nam fir des your, god 
bere mean that all poor ſinners Who are brought 
to the enjoyment. of ſalyation, muſt have the very 
 fagie; ideas of whatever. God hath reported on- 
cernin Chriſt and his falvation, and. this, to. 1 — 
Very fame extent? If, be don't m mean, this, I 
confeſs I don't underſtand him; and 775 5 . 
what will become of the weak and ignorant, he 
Ceꝛxrtainl 7 neither have; nor can have ſo- clear, and 
ſo full underſtanding of. theſe geeat truths 28 
deere Oh bs cannot. a. 2 be a (Bi 


| baye, TY! 2 = 2 of them Yes 
_ «* what God hath reported concerni 
© 55 and our ſalvation; and yet do as > 2 
d on Chriſt, and rejoice in him, as | 
en do. Beſides, does not our author's define. 
tion of faith too much encourage profeſſors to 
1er a, one ant another, as unbelievers, becauſe_ i 
y don't. conceive. exactly alike of every goſpel <= N 
tuth 2 1 am perſuaded this is not his diſpoſition, 
or deſign; ; but whether it be not a natural cou n-ẽ 
quence of what he has written, I could wiſh 1... 
both him and ou to conſider. I _— 


{ 
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18 


Hg the other hand, if it be Md: which I | 


think has often been fully demonſtrated, that 
"believing in Chrift is the ſame as N or con- 
Ading i in Rim, as a complete Saviour; then there 
i Ho danger of theſe conſequences, Yay room 


for theſe hard ſpeeches, on account of little 
_ differences in ſome religious ſentiments. But 
real chriftians may walk together in love,” 
while they live holy and happy in the Know- 
ledge of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in obedience 
to his commands; notwithſtanding their different 


views of ſome leſs important matters contained it in 


Atme report of the goſpel,” concerning him ah 


Ais great ſalvation. 
Ik would be very eaſy to illuſtrate and exem 
; plify theſe remarks in a great vatiety of inflinces; 3 


7 ut. 1 don't apprebend this to be neceſſary for 
=, ou, fir, anEtherefore J forbe ar. On the 8 9 
E 1 cannot aceede to Mr, F's definition of 
ich in Chrift, y et Ichink ads of his reafonin ; 
from . 10. to 74 35- are very ſolid and, fubſtan- Ss, 
tial. I pray that the bleſſing of God may 0 - 
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IO have a.good anderen ng got our baten 


' 1 1 we, ;; Sher, upon it, iP in 75 
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my. | 4. * 
to ws "lh Nach ances agen the Bog tee al havÞ 
feargd, without a proper idea of the:uſe and end- 
of preaching ; and hence they have taken up, or; | 
| rather thrown: AWAY, their own time, and that f 

their hearers, in eritical diſquiſitions on ſpeculab* LY 
_ tive. ſubjeQts, in harangues and- declamations, . 
eſſays and diſſertations; or ſomething which 5 
ſeemed to me foreign to the great deſigu df the 
miniſtry. Were I ta Judge of ſuch men by the 
appearances they make, the manner in which 
they perform their public work, I ſhould be ready 
to conclude, ſurely theſe gentlemen apprehend: 
«© that we arẽ only come together to hear ho- 
« they can talk. But, verbum 6 — 
What then, it might de aſked, is the end of the: | 
_ goſpel; miniſtry ? I anſwer this queſtion by: 
aſking one or two more.—-What was the end of: 
our SAaviovur's preaching?:- Let Himſelf inform. 
us. I fay theſe words Are mighthe ſavedy,. 


will 
* Taka ve 3% 


— will furniſh and anſwer —What was the end of 
the great apoſtle's preaching.? He aſſures Agrip- 
pa and Felix, it was © to open the eyes of men, 
and turn them from darkneſs to light, and from 
the power of Satan to God; that they may re- 
cei ve forgiveneſs of ſins, and inheritance among 
* which are ſanctified by faith in Chriſtt.”” 
What was the b»/ine of Paul and his brethren 
fin order to accompliſh this glorious end, the feli- 
city of miſerable man? A certain Damſel who. 
could not be ſuſpected of partiality in their favor, 
and whoſe verdict will certainly be. admitted, _ 
= us the following information. Theſe. men are 
dW: ae ſervants of the Moſt Hig h God, who ſhew un- 
do us the way of Aratten What method did 
they take in order to manage this great buſineſs? 
+ They ſaid to their carnal-hearers, « Repent 
and be converted, that your fins may be blotted 
> -. out!” They declared to ſinners, ge it known 
* A unto you therefore, men and brethren, that 
EF «through this man is preached unto you the for- 
| _** giveneſs. of fins; and by him all that believe 
*are juſtified from all things,” -&c. They 
ay Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou 
20 -- ** ſhalt be ſavedt.” I leave you, Sir, to draw 
EE :_. the concluſion ; and I venture to ſay to my friend, 
* — end to myſelf, Ge, and do likewiſe,” That it 
s the duſineſs of minifters thus to addreſs man- 
Bog, Mr. F. bas, in my 121 855 fully-proved 
in his late panipblery. I think reaſons ' 
3 1 on the Ones from 1 h to nn . 
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pages. Nor . there: many exprefias” in theſe 
pages on which I would with to animadvert. Yet, 
as you requeſt it, I can hardly paſs over a N Gy 
without an:obſervaYon or two. | 
It is objetted by ſome who differ frog Mr. F. 
that believing, or coming to Chriſt is the effec#, 
of regeneration.” And Mr. F. admits this bo- 
ſition,” and reaſons accordingly+. Now l con- 
feſs, aſter all that he, and others have ſaid, 1 
am inelined to think this, if granted, will de an 
embarraſſment to Mr. F's grand deſign, which 
he cannot eaſily get rid of. But 1 leave this to 4 
be ſettled between him and his Antagoniſts, With: 
me there is a ſtronger objection againſt this poſi- 
tion. I cannot ſee that it has agood foun lation in 
ſcripture, © I do not recollect that either be or his 
opponents have informed us where it is written . 
in the Bible; nor do I think it can befound there. 
And as it appears to be a matter of conſiderable 
importance, if true, one would naturally: win 
and expect to ſee it plainly written in the word 5 
of God, which is confeſſedly the fource of ſacred 
intelligence. On the other _—_ 3 aſk leave 5 5 
enquire on this ſabject, i 
Is it likely, that unregenerate men „ thould by 12 5 
frequently called to repent and believe in order to 
be faved, if regeneration be firſt neceſſary? If -: 
men be regenerated; they are certainly the children 
of God. But don't the ſcriptures teach us that 
men are the children of God zy faith} Does not 
this prove that they are not the children of * F 
and 9 not t regenerated, before any ch BS 
eve. 
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| lievs 7 Are not all unbelievers a bes ina x 
ſtatk of condemnation F And ee - of 
ſuch. till they” believe: LAs W eee CE 
livered from this fare?” An And With ot ithe general * 
doctrine of tlie geſpel, thats — xailoyad 1. is 
fied when we believe,” but: that we are juſti t 
by faith # ? If then à man is eondemned till = EE 
believe, juſtified in conſequence of beliew ing, and tl 
0 juſtified pai; and yet regenerated before he be- fi 
\ Heve, does it not follow that he is regenerated 2 
and condemned at the ſame time? And is this 'b 
ſuppoſable? Again; are not all who are rege- 8 
nerated poſſeſſed of the ſpirit of God? But does C1 
not the apoſtle teach us that we receive tde pri A 
by faith, and in conſequence of'believing $-? Can tt 
- perſons be regenerated. and yet without the Spi- ct 
_ - rit? If not, how can we be regenerate before we n 
delieve? Faser, If it de à truth that men are th 
regencrated before they believe, and cann6t be+ We + 
Hieve'till they are regenerated, and that-$-beliey+ ta 
3 135 ing is the effect of regeneration,” ** they certain fe 
= -- u ought to be taught this truth. But 3f-they: be |: 
& thus. taught, will it not appear to them very ab- w 
ſurd to bid them believe, while they are unregene- pt 
rate? For how much ſoever they are cammand- ab 
, ons they are taught it is impoffible for them to an 
obey till they be firſt regenerated. And in this ey 
caſe, is it not natural for them to conclude that ar 
though God commands it, they cannot rationally 2s 
| 3 it? Hence are they not taught hereby to th 
ee 1 4875 Sea nm of God, *till ra 
e ee ee ge Jort f eee, Il 
ara I el dP (fi ME Fre 
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-rhey find "themſelyes regenerated ? If it be aid 
cis is theit n; I anſwer how ? For ſuppoſe it | 
be M here granted, that it is their ſin, and 
: — 2 blamé upon them, that they are fallen, \ * 
depraved creatures, which will de a ſubje& of fu- | 
ture enquiry z-yet ſurely it cannot be a. Gi for } __- 
them, as depraved, not to attempt that which — | 
te word tells them they cannot perform. Be. 
ſides, will not the abſurdity of this yet further 

appear by oonſidering, that theſe commands to Fl 

believe in Chriſt, and to come to Chrift are not 
given them by the bleſſed God, merely 48 his 
creatures, but as ſinſtets, as polluted de raved 
_ fingers? And it is becauſe wt fn ate fuch, „ 5 
theſe commands are peculiarly i 
ceſſary : for if they were not ſuch, there wow! * 
no need of believing in Jeſu Gu vation. 
the commands to 7. nd to Chritk, god Leiber in . WO 
Cͤnriſt, are peculiar to the new n which _ | 
takes their fallen tate for granted; and 7 Wh =" 
felledly conſiders and add! ; them, as ib this 
ſtate ; and therefore canhot, as one would chi „ 
with the leaſt propriety, call them to what is im» - 
poſſible; for then how would the goſpel be ſult= 
able to the ſtate of man, for whom it is provided,—* 
and to whom it is addreſſed? Yet again; it is 
evident that theſe commands to belieye in Chriſt 
are not given to fallen depraved ſinners, merely 
as matter of duty; but as means of recovery from 
their fallen condition. But if they arc regene- 
rated before they believe in Chriſt, then believing 
in Ch riſt is not the mean of the ſinner s recover 
from his fall; but only a confequence of that re- 
covery. To admit therefore, that ** helieving in — 
„ Chriſt 1s he: effect oe CIOS 8 FA 
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truth, To np 1p ae 
«born. again—by the word 2 God ? bs Lethe 
ee Word Which dy the. goſpel. is preached 10 
0 the m ” &c. N. ow can they be born. again; 
e of. God, by che be 
Fith;—and pu ficd in obeying the.truth, before 
28 word does not profit thoſe wi hear ue e not 
— 2 dg with. faith in them r. Gan the 
Word t them if it don't regenerate tfiem? 
0 n. e apoſtle here, teach us that the teas 
Io Ang 417 > not thus profit them, is dn 20. 
count of t] eir unbelief But how / can their unbelief 
Binder tþ Ki I. profit, it they are. regenerated] before 
2 5 ieves if unn be the: . of regene· 


„Ation? ky al 3 $ EIT P: 386 12 e * 


. appears to me very eaiy * ; 

farther in ſuch queries and o lervgtions as theſe.; 
wy for the ſake of. brevity, 1 I only. mention one 
e more. * is Abg. It Sins to Chriſt, or 
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believing, in Chritt "Ig cc the effect of N ,B 
« ration,” then, it appears Ne me that when a 


petſon;”. who has believed; br has profeſſed” to be- 
lieve, is in any' daitbt pe Bit bg hs ate, 'or the 
reality of his convefion=whith 15 not uieomAlone— 


ln thiscaſe,> Fay?" it appears! irrational for fuch a 
* perſon to take any method at all either for Tafe 995 
or ſatisfactlon, unlefs it be ſeff=examination, "ſl "it 
he have! 2 freſh evidenee that he is renewed « Ren 
nerated.' Te inzite him ed come aten to 
Sus hriſt, to lay hold on Chfiſt, to embrace the pro 
miſes' Tf Chat, or the like” methods, which hs 
moſt eminent and uſeful "miniſters hae ſo frey | = 
quently and ſucceſsfully made uſe of, is all” abr 3 
fard' Aud ridĩiculous. Feels en Mr. F*s | plan, . 
this is all the effect of regeneration; ” and. - !* 
therefore he muſt firſt prove himſelf regenerat ed - 
before he Jay bold on Chrift, or apply to Chiife, 
or take comfort: from' the promiſes. Thus he Ya 
led into >himfelf,” rather than to Jeſus for relief 
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| agg, be e ier ind to es? them ; | 
recoveret From we” and made happy in their dd} | 
Arid if we apprehend that one mode of *preachs 
ing is more calculated to accompliſh this del ras 
ble end than another, we ſhall certainly wiſh 
that mode to be adopted. Mx. F. apprehends 
that calli | all men, without exception, to re- 
: rus hg Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, is both ſcrip- 
ale 200 has, in; mk been ſi gnally e 
hat chis method has Hai ſignally own 
4 47 God for the converſion of ſinners, cannet 
de fairly denied by thoſe who are acquainted 
with the hiſtory of the church. And this is a 
very cogent argument in favour of it. For that 
God who is the fountain of wiſdom,” holineſs, 
and truth, will never atteſt a falſchood, or approve 
of that which i is contrary to his own word. Mr. 
F. has alſo undertaken to prove that this mode of 
; addreſs is ſcriptural, and authoriſed" by the di- 
x rections and examples of the apoſtles and pro- 


* 


5 phets, and even of our bleſſed Lord himſelf. In 
$ this I entirely agree with him, and I p pray that 
5 God may give ſucceſs to his eee ichen 
5 taking. | 


Bl 


los, I moſt cordially wiſh our author could 3 
embrace another goſpel doctrine, which appears 7 
to me to lie at the foundation of that he has un- * 

dertaken to vindicate ; and to be revealed in ferip- f 
ture with equal, if not ſuperior evidence; 1 mean, 2 
the univerſal extent of. our bleſſed Saviour's 
c death.” On this I made ſeveral remarks in 
my laſt letter; and though I have no inclination 
to diſcuſs. the ſubject largely at preſent, yet 
permit me, Sir, to deſire it as a favour, if you 
_ can; ſpare ſo much of your valuable time, that 
vou would.confider whether the ſcriptures: ever 
teach us to ground theſe goſpel calls and invita- 
tions on the moral law, or Whether we are ever 
taught there, to view them as reſulting. from | 
our obligations to to love God, With all our 

e heart.”; This ſeems, a favourite: idea of our 
author; but I am ſtrangely. at a loſs. to ſee a 

... foundation for it. Does it not appear to you, 

Bir, that the invitations, or calls of the goſpel, 

are. rather founded on, and inforced by, the love 
_ - of Gad to miſerable man, and the proviſion made 

er guilty finners, by our Saviour's death 47 Is 
not the language of the goſpel, to as many as 
e we find . All things are now ready,” and 

e thereſore come to the marriage? Is not my 

perfectly conſiſtent with the Whole tenor of it! 

Now, can we aſſure ©© as many as we find“ that 
all things are ready for them, and on this foun- 

dation, invite them to the goſpel feaſt, if goſ- 
pel proviſion be not made for all? And is there 
any proviſion, made for the ſalvation of ſinners, 

unleſs it be by the death of Chriſt? Certainly 
VVV 2) 244 then, 
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buch limitation, 1 -- defire 

| | . paflagy e_where it is R 

a not, why does. your good friend! ven 

ture, £6 ; the extent of our Saviour” 8 death, | 

ane to confine it to a part of mankigd-? IF Chr 
1 Fart of W is it not ſut- 
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92 pole on his poor ignorant creatures... He ic ve: 
cCeive no honor from ſuch an impoſition. It would 
be no glory to you; Sir, to enſnare a fly or a 
„ tznat. We are infinitely more below Deity, than 
a fly or a gnat is inferior to- us. He cannot then 
be honoured by deceiving us. And we may ſay, 
with reverence, that his juſtice, and all his moral 
perfections require that he ſhould be explicit in 
teaching ignorant men on ſubjects of ſuch 
importance as this. The death. of Chriſt for the 
* ſins of men is a plain fact, related in plain terms. 
And whether for all, or for part only, requires no 
figures; nothing but plain ſimple language to 
make it known. This is a very ſtrong preſump- 
tive argument in proof that on this ſubje&,'how- 
ever, che letter of ſoripture exprefſeth the mean- 
ing of it. Is it not very wonderful, that there 
is not a ſingle paſſage Where the extent of our. 
| Saviour's death is mentioned, in which there is 
any limitation expreſled ; but theTanguag is al- 
ways ſuch, in - theſe places, as naturally, and 
. without any force, applies to all mankind. Is not 
this wonderful, I fay, if only part of mankind 
are intended? what would be thoug t of the 
ſcriptures? what would the: N Dei Tay, co | 
this be admitted? ET Oe Ag We 
If che doctrine of the univerſal extent of our 
bleſſed Saviour's death be adeitted, F think al 
bo” men muſt allow that this is the moſt natural and 
pr eligible: ground of univerſal invitations that can 
be imagined. And, with ſubmiſſion to your; 
5 Fe 1 hutibly apprehend; that if dan 
b ad taken this grohnd, he would not on!) 
have been more confiſtent with himſelf, and wit 
. 1 but n 18 e alſo ſaved MY 
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elf e A great deal of lab, in; nai Sund n dete) 
e diſtinctions and diſquiſitions, which diſ- 8 


for tome 
cover, indeed, the ingenuity of the author, but 
_ which it is poſſible his judicious readers; and an- 
tagoniſts will not ſuppoſe to have all that validity 
and c 5 Wen ane be r wes to ima 
n 
| ; Our t juſtly afſerts, *. Gi john il iii. "Tp 
2 that the want 9 faith is repreſented as a formal 
cauſe of a ſinner's being condemned. But is 
it kind, is it juſt, for the bleſſed God to con- 
demn i inners for this cauſe, if they had never an 
Saviour to believe in, nor ever had, or could Ro 
ſibly have the leaſt degree of power to believe in 
1 Yet this muſt be. the caſe, W e ta 
M. F? 8 hypotheſis: - $7 RT 
Mr. F. in my opinion, ſufficiently. proves that 
6. iſpoſitions are incumbent on all men; 1 
and with theſe he intermixes ſeveral exhortationg 
t turn to Godt. Whether he is perfectly acc 
kate here, L. leave to your judgment. But, from 
the whole, he ſays, ige is evident that the 
| 95 ſame ſpiritually good diſpoſitions which are be- 9 oY 
&;\/lqwed by the gofpel, are required by the law, = 
< and are incumbent. on men in general > 4 
Whether this be evident. from what he has ſaid, 
may perhaps be queſtioned; but What he ai, 
is, L apprehend very true. Vet theſe kind invitj - L 
tions to turn to God, and theſe promiſes cant t! 4 
| be regarded. as the language of the law, but of the 
. goſpel z though in a feebler light. This, 1 think, | 
may be. collected from the very nature of the in- 
Wees ne F. from * e genius of 1 
1 „ the 


BY, 


* 2 77 + p. 3 6 65 | 


4 5 


8 law and the! goſpel; and om Gat FL 3. 
Heb. iv. a2. et. ride And J heul fup- 

poſe they imply a provifi ned for all theſe 
ſinners thus invined, a exception.  Ahd 


they ſeem clearly to imply alſo, what ene | 


poſitively aſſerted, chat wh Father of mercies, ** 
not willing that any ſhould 1 0 but that all 
e ſhould -come to repentan cher wife, 1 
confeſs it would ſeem to me . 1 our with 
- reverence} chat the bleſſed God ig 
only mocking and nina thei poor” an 
3 gde oof We ion 
no in hand, e appeared —— «he Force 
of this kind of maſening. 


in his Rum and Recovery, argues | 

the univerſal love of God, und the whiverſal eK 
tent of our Saviour's death, from what he calls 
— the pohod... Mr. WSI xV, in his Pr+- 


-de/tmation valmiy confedtred,, refers to the Doctor | 


the reſt T may 
mention the late DoQors-Gavy, arid Warts, 
and the preſent br. Jom Wes ity. P WATTS 


in favour of his ſentiments. Dr. GIII, in his 


anſwer to Mr. WeskEv, peſitiwely denies 
that chere are any —— 


ers meznt nothing more than promiſes 'connect- 
<d with invitations. And therefore 1 apprehend 
ctheſe three-conſtderable men (for fuch all who are 
diveſted of prejudice muſt acknowledge them to 
Da, ) were all agreed, that promiſes of life, con- 


e wich general invitations to turn te Gos 1 
„„ 14: plainly 
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al offers of grace 
In the bible. . by Offers, - a term char Has 
been formerly much in uſe, I ſuppoſe theſe writ- 
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. ta) 


Lain! ſuppoſe, 1 imply, chat Jeſus died fon a. 
| agg. . "And 3 in ins, 1 moſt cordially * L 
i with them all. 8 
MIX. F. treats latte on the criminality of un- 
— belief; ; and fully proves that God has threat- 
Rf ened and inflicted the moſt awful puniſhments 
on men, for not believing in the Lord Jeſus 
„ Chrift?.” Now I beg leave to enquire, if ſin- 
ners never could avoid their depravity, and never 
had it in their power to believe, or turn to God, 
how can we imagine that he who is infinitely 
righteous and infinitely gracious would © inflict 
© MosT AWFUL puniſhments” on them, for what 
they never had any, more power to perform, than 
they have to create a world? I know,. Mr. F. 
after many others, makes a diſtinction. to relieve 
this harſh idea, between natural and moral ability. 
But what | would aſk, at preſent is, did they 
bring this mbral-inability on themſelves? Was it 
ever in their power to avoid it, or to get rid of it I: 
If not, how can they, on that account, deſerve 
theſe. mo/? awful puniſhments? Are there an 
ideas of rigbteouſneſs among men which wi | | 
juſtify ſuch. treatment? And if men be neceſſarily - | 
unable to helieve, or to turn, without the grace 
of God; and if God be determined never to give 
them that grace, is not calling them beg believe: 
and turn to him apparently abfurd ?- 
I ſhould think, Sir, that neither your pious: 
friend, nor. yourſelf, can, imagine. that a: com- 
mand given, and not obeyed, renders the ſübſects- 
of ſuch command criminal, unleſs theſe ſubjects 
have POwer,, or wa have power, to wil ſuch. 


3 con 


7. 


* * 


r en . ee d. 
walk, or a horſe to fing, they could not 'obey 
me. Are they then criminal? Do they deſerve 


c moſt awful puniſhments,” If man be depraved e 
and ruined by Adam's ſin, (Which is an evident tl 
and awful truth,) and there is no Redeemer pro- h 
vided for him, no help adminiſtered, and God has b 
determined there ſhould be none; then, Sir, has tl 
nat a ftone as much power to walk, and a horſe Ji 
as much power to ſing, as this man has, or ever g 
had, or ever could have, to turn to God, or be- 7 
lieve in Chrift ® If ſo, wherein does this man's tr 
eriminality conſiſt. m 

r author mentions, 1 Cor. xvi. 22 and m 
fays, * This awful denunciation is not levelled 


_ againſt ſinners barely as poſitively hating Chriſt ; 

but as under the negative idea of not 2 bim d * 
True, but ſtill the 3 returns. If theſe 
_ perfons never ſaw, nor ever could fee any Toveli-_ 
nefs in Chrift ; and if God always determined not 
to enable chem · to ſee any; and they did not Able 
. themſelves into this eondition, nor could 9 
avoid. it, how can their not loving Obrift be 
heinous a fin ? How can they, on that ee 
deſerve ſuch c puniſhment © And, if they be 
expoſed to ſuch & moſt awful. puniſhment” for What 
they could never avoid, is not their ſtate nece/ſa— 
rily worſe than that of the heathens ? Is it 0 
neceſſarily worſe than it would have been if Chriſt. 
hatt never come to fave ſinners? Neceſſarily worſe 
than that of Adam; the actual ſinner? Vea, ne- 
 eeffarily worſe than that of:devils themlelves ? Is 
"this * conduẽt of a * who is * good | 3 
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Admitting for onre; that. men may 5 Faſt b be 
| Me puniſhed for the fin of Adam; or for 
that depravity which they neceſſaril derive from 5 
him; is it not very hard that any addifion mould 
be made to the obligations they lie under, and 
that puniſhments ſhould be annexed to theſe ob- 
ligations, which they have no power either to re- 
gard-or avoid? Methinks, this appears to repre- _. 
fent the Almighty, and all-gracious God, as wn - 
triving to make poor finners ſtill more.completely 
miſerable under the colour of 1 invitations and ꝓro- 
miſes, when. yet he intends to give them nothing; 
be invites them to nothing he knows they 
eannot dbey the invitation z—he will not enable 
them z—and yet will puniſh them the more /everc-- 
„ becauſe they do not obey... Happy for ſuch, 
if *Chrift had never come! For, according to this 
doctrine, his coming never did more for them; 
was never deſigned to do more for them, than to 
encreaſe their miſery. Do 1 miſrepreſent this 
doctrine, good Sir? inform me wherein. The 
fearcher- of all hearts knows that miĩſrepre ſenta- 
tion is not my deſign. : 
I need not tell Jou, Sir, that the pur port af 
theſe remarks is by no means, to oppoſe the doc- | 
trine of human Abe or of man's utter in- 
bility to recover himſel \ of which I am through⸗ 
1 ly perſuaded hut to e that theſe univerſal, 


and invitations, for which, I bleſs.God, Mr. 


FT is commenced ſo warm an. "advocate z do af- : | 
| Ss the moral OO of Deity, a | 


pre- 


+ kd. cxly, gs = 


8 — 


Ro 4 46. is 


| preſumptive, NY in my opinion, a deciſive; ar- 
gument in favour of that glorious goſpel truth, 1 
that < Jeſus Chriſt, by. the grace Fo, rakted & 
© death for every man.“ Eh 
Mir. F. is aware that ſuch: objections have been, =_ 
and may be made to his hypotheſis ; and he en- . 
deavours to invalidate them. He ſuppoſes an ' 
obſector arguing to this purpoſe, “ How can it 1 
* be the duty of the non-elect to ſeek after, or 
de be concerned about that which God has never 
te defigned for them }?” He thinks, if an objec- 
ec tion of this kind be valid, © it will prove too 
c much: for inſtance, it will prove that it is 
te not the duty of the non elect at all, to ſeek af- 
44 ter the ſalvation of their ſouls.” It is my opi- 
nion, that this is the natural conſequence of his 
ideas of the non-elect, and of the abiolute de- 
erees of God not to fee them. For if God have 
determined not to fave, them, why ſhould they 
ſeek after ſalvation ? It cannot be their duty to 
oppoſe the Almighty. It cannot be their ry fo 
de that which they were never able to do. If 1 
underſtand our author, according to his judgment 
they never were able, nor did God determine 
they ever ſhould be able to ſeck him, or his ſal- 
VvVaoation in a right way; 9 way that he maintains 
they ought to ſeek it in. nd ſurely they ought 
not to ſeek it in a wrong Bug It cannot be their 21 
duty to labour in vain, and to ſpend their © 
de ſtrength for nought.” _ Their ſeeking, the ſal- 40 
- vation of their ſouls, on Mr. F's hypotheſis, c 
Would make no difference, if they did ſeek it. 4c 
3 83 on his Kypathelic, d ther 4 is no falvation 9 = 
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fore, that the conſequence which Mr. F. fears is 
unavoidable. And it is not only % difficult,“ as 
de fays, but impeffible <« to clear xhe doctrines gf: 
4c election and decrees,” (as he and others ſtate 
them) & from the charge of leading to licentiouſ- 
4 neſs.” But the ſcripture account of theſe doc- 
trines, I Huinbly conceive, has a very different 
tenden and is liable to no ſuch char 
15 Mr. B. farther apprehends that if the objeRi ion 
de valid, it is not the duty of all men to ſeek 
er After n comfortable fubſiſtence in thirgs of this 
life. Becauſe, ſays he, the portion of men 
in this Fife is us much che fupjekt of God's de- 
* orvrs, as is that of the next. But perhaps, it 
i not fo A gh to prove that God Bas abſolurg} 
ge the portion of all men in this life; | 
kill that de proved, the objection retains its force. | 
TDo eſtabliſm his point arther, he ſuppoſes that 
the deſtruction of Pharaoh, Sihon, Ahab, & . 
was determined of God; and 7 that theſe men 
ought to have done that, which, if they had done 
it, would have prevented their deftrudiong.. But 
be himſelf has elſewhere obviated his own rea- 
| ſoniing on this head, by faying, << Lge my de- 
creed to bring calamity or ruin atty 
* * perſon | or perfons, Pharaoh or Con för 
c inſtance; it is upon an eternal fore/ight of "their 
e which would have brought that calamity 
4 and ruin upon them, though no ſuch forefight £ 
<. or decree had ever been.“ And again, fpeak- - 
ing of Sihon and Pharaoh, ** the determination 
* a i deſtruction) was founded on a fore- 


Ale, 5 


© Py 


| © febt of their wiched, duſts : of: 1 ie 
« non-compliance with theſe meſſages of peace was 
no inconſiderable part. Thus far, therefore, 


i 3 it appears to me, that the obj jections made above, 
gainſt Mr. F's hypotheſis ftand 3 in full force; _ 


that it cannot be the duty of the nan-elect, 


his ſenſe of the word) — h the ſalvation of 0 


| God, or to believe in Jeſus 
ſods 1 have given above. 
Mr. E. proceeds to allert, t. at 6c the — 


Win for the rea- 


40 tion direQs its force againſt the expreſs lan- 


« guage and meaning of holy ſeripture t. In this 


1 e agree with him. I am perſuaded that 
every objection made againſt univerſal invitations. 


to turn to God, and believe in Jeſus Chriſt, are 
directed mY againſt the expreſs language and,mean- 
sing of holy ſcripture,” And yet 
agree alſo with the gentlemen. he. pppoles-;. that 


jf it could be proved that God never rovided. 


* ſalvation for all mankind, it could not be right 
to call them to it. But on this ſuppoſition, 


I can make nothing of 2 Theſſ. iii 16, 11, quoted 


by Mr. F. and a thouſand other paſſages. 
To confirm his argument, our author. quotes 
Mr. Brine and Dr. Owen, to prove that there is 


no connection between the duty of man, and the 
purpoſe of God. But we want. the proof of this, 
And as theſe great and good, men have not given 


It, we can only conſider it as their opinion. A 
miniſter, ſays Dr. Owen, is not to make en- 
6“ quiry after, nor to trouble himſelf about thoſe 
6“ ſecrets of the eternal. mind of God, viz. whom 
cc 3 + pureplerh, to ſave, and whom. he ſent 2 

on 
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ce don inte the tnt to die Yori in Tarlle ar 5 
But with due ſubmiſſi on to à character fo vener- 1 
0 able, I venture to enquire, (f.) Does the ſcrip- 4 
ture inform us that Chriſt died for am in partieu- 1 
lar, to the exeluſion of the reſt 102.) If the ſerip- 
ture don't inform us of this, ought any one to al- 
ſert it? (3) Is not the death of Chriſt the lead- 
ing article in the goſpel ? 1 Cor, xv. 2, &c and 
does not the ſcripture inform us in the plaineſt 
: manner, both with reſpect to character and num- 
ber of thoſe for whom Chriſt died? Do we not 
then neglect a great part of the goſpel, if we omit 
this in Zur miniſtry, or paſs it over flightly? 
(4.) Does it place the Almighty in a favourable, . 
or amiable light to repreſent his decrees and 
commands as oppoſite one to another? that 
he commands all to believe in Chriſt; and yet 
knows they are not znor ever were; and deter- 
mines they never ſhall be able to do it. How 
ein we'truſt' in God, if we be not aſſured that 
his word and his decrees perfectly correſpond ? / 


* How can a ſinner be encouraged or induced to 

„ obey the divine word, unleſs he be aſſured that 
« the ſame God' who bids him obey it, Would have 
8 him to obe y it? How can any man believe his 
. promiſes, if he be not aſſured that God is in ear- — 


neft, and means to fulfil. them? And how can 

_ have this afſurance, unleſs he be taught that 

word is perfectly conformed to his decrees? 
Sean then when we ſtudy the word of God, i 
we ray ts the decrees of God. 8 
I fear Mr. F's obſervation is too juß "66 that . 
-664 making the * of God, rules of action, ; 
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Ke nge ag ite Oource of nn 
46 ani .. But, would | is be the caſes; if we 
all took: A acedunt of ahe decrees, of God from 
bis plain word? All muſt be ſenſible that Di- 
Vine decrees muff ſtand, a gs ward. ſtand 

or fall. If therefore we ſuppoſe a difference- be- 
tween the decrees of God and his word, haw 
ſhould his wortt be regarded 2: Beſides, if God 
cc hath foreordained Ne comes to paſs,” | 
then the concluſion of multitudes, and multi- 
tudes of 'profeſiors.1 too, is rational and inconteſ- 
| ible; that Gad has ordained in many inſtan- 
; css, that his word ſhould be diſregs garded, h is 
c commands traaſgreſſed, and his abt pra- 
* miſes diſbelieved. We know this is the caſe. 
| Andif God have ordained. it, how can we, blame 
thoſe who are guilty of this wickedneſs; far. 
can they avoid Fir! Nay, if this poſition. be true, 
has not God ordained 7 ee men ſhauld make 
6 his decrees rules of action? This is what. fre- 
quently comes to paſs; and if God have or- 
5 ate ity. why ſhould. Mr. F. or W or L,« op- 
e it ? We 
On the 3 88 e we, but AM admit, | 1 
did we but all ſteadily maintain, that all the de- 1 
crees of God are ally conformed to his word, Ml _ 
that he has os ** ordained whatſoever comes to 15 
cc paſs; that God is not willing that any on 
« ſhould iſh, but that. all ſhould come to re- 1 
ä that Jeſus: Chrift** is the propi- ths 


«<'tiation for the fins of the whole world? . 0 
theſe, and the like e truths: were ſteadily 8 
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hat, chrough. the blefling of God might be hep - 


ed for as the probable conſequences; whether 
the blame of ſin would not then fall, more direct- 


ly fall on the ſinner's head: Whether many arga- 


ments would not hence be deduced to rouge the 
inattentive mind; and whether this would not 


be the moſt likely way to put a ſtop to the 'D 


and practical antinomianiſm of whick Mr. F. ſo 


much complains. . 
How far, vir, you will approve of theſe b 
ſervations, 1 don't 
prove or diſapprove, I earneſtly with that every 


know: but whether you ap- 


attempt to promote truth and holineſs, made by 


r. F. or by any other, may be OO: | 


— with a blefling from the Father of Lights 


and may thus be _ d to arcompliſk 


the end ee 2 ee 
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Well of an adverſary, fo 
we; and whoever does 15 9 N to 245 9 


expoſes _ to m . Tam far 
from ppofing har Me. F hed] 1 defec- 
Htiveint Pg ke, 7 5 375 it 


Hot appear to his opponents that he has made a 
flip here. I was much ſtruck when 1 read the 
1 lines in his late treatiſe. Do we 
„% NEED THE SPIRIT or GoD ro ENABLE us 

een DUTY 71 His 3 is 3 on the one 


| ies Me Ber is it a matter 2 — 
quence. But I am ſure, I am very far from 
1 deny ing the neceſſity of the Spirit's work, ur 
5 maintaining the ſufficieney of the ereature's 
6 power.“ And if any of thoſe who are called 
A, minians do this, I am a ſtranger to it. I knidw 
many of them who ſpeak and write very differ- 
| ently. M, e be ee cem their 
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is certainly unj 


in his own words, will abu 5 
. <6 With regard to the grace of God, I believe, 


; ry CupisT, 


Tatr 


| attachment to the ſcheme of Arminius; this «cs 
To ſhew that theſe were not 


the e of Knien fol loving extract 


antly evince®, 


int the FIRST place, it is the free love with which 
God is moved towards. the miſerable ſinner : ; in 


conſequence of which, he firſt giveth his fon, 
that he who' believeth in him may have eternal bfe . 


then in 7950 Chriſt, ..and fer dbe ſake c 
72 him, and adopts bim 10 
priwilege of Lane, ” Jalvation- SECONDLY, That 

it-is.the infyſon, of all theſe gifts of the Holy 


Ma: both in the under landing, and in the will 


Hallau e which, ee — — 
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gratuitum edgy quo Deus bene affectus eſt erga mi. 


lexum.: peecatorzm, ſecundum quem primo quſdem Ei- 
an gat, ut 4 credlat ix eum, uit eternam baheay.. 
N vero. in Jeſu Chriſte, et. Proprer. Jzswar 


. 775 A ificat „ Ob. es; fl. r. 4 777 doptat ad 
Eam eſſe  infyhonem dmnium Feen 


1 donbfum ritus ſancti tamzin zutellæctu, quam in 
15 


| ibus homigis, que ad regenerationeny/'s Dy 
renovationem-illius 3 ur ſunt des, ſpes, abus * 


285, Ne. Sine hiſce donis ęratiæ, idoneum non e 


hominem, ut quidquam boni cogitet velit aut my 5 ; a 
(39): + e fle cn] m g ah rentiam,. atque continuatum Ty 
ecundum quad Spiritus dang- | 


Avxihum 8 piricus ſancti, 
tus h minem am ante regeniram pulſet atque excit 
ad bonwn, e ei {alurares cggitationes, ip 


que bona defideria, ut fic bonum actualicer velit; 


<quinimo etiam ſecundum. * deinde cum homine 
e aeque ms hon = ult, id etiam 
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atis nn beck 8s ft b 
Kc. And | that 3 0 8 8 apable, . wil 

theſe gifts of grace; of thinking, willing, 
ing any: thing good. TI ok Tin 57 


$on/lant a HHance, and continued aid of 


Spirit, according to which the Holy ay Spire nk 


upon, and excites the man to gue fy who is al- 
ready. regenerated, by infuling ſaluta y thoughts 


into him, and by inſp piring good. deſires, that K - 
be actually wills what is good. And 5800 


"ooo; to which, he farther wills and opera 
NS: man; that what man Wills, he ay 


4 e te the continuation, and the completion f all 
_ good ;+.eveh to ſuch a degree, that a man who is 

re egenerated 18 entirely unable to think, 
10 11 Or 10 perform What 18 ns or: to reſiſt 
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| bh. excitante” ſequenre et cooperante gra ia,  bohu 
prertus, neqque cogitate, velie aut Heere polli, 
Abicem Ulli tentgtiene male tefiſtefe. Upde Haide 
zpparer, me in gratiam plane eat non eſſe; atque 
"Qi Aero hominis Reuti de mè Ipargitur, urbittio 


bs Noe eſt. controverti ia, non eſt de actionibus aut opera: 
- Lionibus, que gratiæ adſeribĩ poflunt; cujuſmodi tam 
multas ego confiteor atque ineuleo quam quifquan 

unquam fecit alius; fed de modo ſolum operationis, 
trum. irrefiſtibilis ea fit, nec ne. Quantum enim add 
WL Juxta ſcripturas credo, quod multi Spiritui s. 4 
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"fly, er eration oblatam repellunt. © 
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orm. And thus I aſcribe to Grace, the ; 


Ways wits Aon. oe A” en awe i eat 


2 eoſque, ut homo jam regeneratus line hae Lag e | 


„ de ne 


3 * tribuam, tota enim controverſia in eo lum! eſt 
= 2 utrum gratia Dei fit. irrefiſtibilis quædam vis, 
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any, tem pterion to evil, without tn preventik . 
(> citing, Ma: and '£9-0þtrat ac 
Whenes it evidently apf 
my te rüde, nor” 40 1 aſeribe deo muck to the 
free-will of man, "as it is reported of me; fert 
the whole contro erty © lies in this, Wherher the 
grace of God be a certain ireefitibie power! / 
impulſe). That is, the controverfy is not en. 
cerning the actings and operatiohs which. mia) 
be aſcribed to grace, of which 1 confeſs and int. 
culcate as many as any other ever did; but only 
concerning the mode of operation, whether it b 
irreſiſtible, or not. For with regard to this 1 , 
believe, according to the ſcriptures, that many 
ref ft the Holy Spirit, and rejełs fred Grace,” 1 
With the contents of this extract, the accoiupt 
| given of the Arminian ſentiments” by: the m 
approved Hiſtorians exactly agrees. I ſhall men- 
tion that of Mos REIM in particular; who gives 
us the Arminian doctrines in five articles ¶zref 
which the following reſpect the point in hand.“ 
= 08 Third Article. That ye | Faith cannot 
proceed from the exerciſe of natural faculties and 
powers, nor from the foree and operation of free: 
will z ſince man, in conſequenèe of his natural 
corruption, is incapable ether of thinking or 
doing any | Joop thing; and that therefore it is 
| neceffary to his converſion and falvation, that he 
be regenerated and retiewed by the operation of the 
9 600 Ghoſt, which is the Tt of God 1 
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kation, * cvonntion : Tuck 25 f 
Kc. And that man 18 not | capab 
theſe gifts of grace; at hinking, a , or d 
ing any thing good. THIRDLY... That it is the 
eonflant :afſiſtance, — Aale e aid of the Holy - 
Spirit, according to which the Hol * oly Spirit w works 
upon, and excites the man.to good, who is a 
ready regenerated, by infuling 1a] utary thoughts 
into him, and by inſpiring good: deſires, 'that fo 
be actually wills what is good, And moreove er, 
4, e to which, he farther wills and operates 
N A man; that what man Wills, he may 
perform. And thus IJ aſeribe to Grace, the 
MJ e db continuation, and the completion of 
__ -good;4evento ſuch a degree, that a man whs is 
Already regenerated is entirely unable to think, 
0 o will, e or o le e is ROE, or to reſiſt 
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anem atgue conſumm, * enn 1 etiam 

| - eofque,'ut worn Jia. regeneratus fine hac prevenic 
et exeftante f dente et cooperante Gra“ ia, bonuin c 

x rorfus neque :cogitate, velle aut Facer cere pete; ac ne 

re: Ude Hy vide p 
apparet, me in gratiant” lane muriam non efle, "ate ue p 
a7? 20 hominis Rcuti de me Ipargitur, arbitrio hl. | N 
wt ti tribuem, tota enim controverſia in e ſblum eſt 6 
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eſt, controvetfia, non eſt de actionibus aut opera- th 
""tionibus, que. graciz adſeribi poflunt; cujuſmodi tam = 1 
multas ego confiteor atque inculco quam ge 
unquam fecit alius; fed de modo ſolum operationis, 
AR jrrefiſtibilis ea fit, nec ne. Quantum ent 10 
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Whoige" it Shah 106 PP! Pao eee 1 
my e ce, nor do 1 aſeribè des mück t The - 


free-w | of man, as it is reported of me; fot 
the whole eontrovetly” lies in this, Whether the 
grace of God be a certain irrefiſtible power for 
impulſe). That is, the controverſy is not Cott 
cerning the actings and operations which __ 
be aſcribed to grace, of which I econfeſs and in 
culcate as many as any other ever did; but only 
concerning the mode of operation, Whether i it b 
irrefiſtible, or not. For with regard to this; 1 
believe, according to the ſcriptures, that*many 
ref ft the Holy Spirit, and rejecs offired Grace? 
Wich the contents of this extract, the accolipt 
given of the Arminian ſentiments by? the moſt 
proves Rea rad _— 1 K en men- 


. Wang Adele FT Bat true 2 5 bannt 
ren, from the eereile of natural faculties and 
powers, nor from the foree and operation of free- 
will; ſtuce man, in conſte uenge' of. his natural 
corruption, is incapable* elther of thinking or 
doing any good thing; And that therefore it is 

nee ellary 10 le converſion and: falvation, that he 

be regenerated and renewed by the operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Which i the 35 of God 1 
5 feria 23 „ 
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rail Fourth Artiele, That this 'Divine wt or 


"energy, of the Holy. Ghoſt, ; which. heals the ail. 
orders of a corrupt nature, begins, advances, and 


; Hines to perfection every thing that can be call- 


: wo. In man; that conſequently. alli gaod 
| e 8. without exception, are to be attributed to 
4 God alone, and to the operation of his . KM] 
that neyertheleſs, this grace does] not - force. the 
man to act againſt his inclination, but may be 
teſiſted, and K. ineffectual, by the perverſe 
"will of the impenitent ſinner,” _ er 
. 1 is granted, Sir, that after the Synod of Porr, 
7 7 25 and his party, who had been conſidered 
as Arminians, ſpoke 1 in a more lax. manner, on 
11s and other ſubjets; and thoſe who have borne 
15 ſame name, may have varied ſince. But 
you'll not think it neceſſary. to ſpend. much, time 


7 


in making enquiries reſpecting, matters of this 
Kind. Names are trifling things, though, weak 


and angry men on both ſides, hand about the 


Dames Arminian and Calviniſi as terms of reproach, 
Ibis 1 think, however, is very plain; that Mrcab.. 
and others, who deal ſo freely. in epithets of this 


Tind, ought eithei to allow that what I have 
tranſcribed above is expreſſive of genuine Armi- 


nian ſentiments, and ſo acknowledge that, he has 


1 charged the Arminians wrongfuſly; or they 
_ ought to prove the contrary; and ſo to excul- 
pate the thouſands and tens of thouſands: (called 
Arminians) who at this day. maintain the lame, 
from that charge which is intended by the name 
Ar minian; and to free thoſe who are ſo called; 
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>. Ted either uche i e e date = 
of men” deere FHF th Wr natural ſtate) WY, 1 
e de things ſpiritually god, is v and fofat; | 
and that Re a are as 7155 "Unable to "do 800d, 
While chis is the caſe; as if their incapacity Was. 
imply natural.” But then I. muſt "fo peat: t 
obſervation, that if man did not bring Kois f 
bility on himſelf; and if God 4480 0 neyet to 
do{any thing for Wim? to deliver him from oe 
is certainly very hard that he ſhould be puniſhe 
more ſevereiy for what he could never avoid; añd |} 
for not doing what it never was in his power to — 
do. And we ought to have plain ſeripture evi- 
dence that theſe are truths, betore we admit 
them. It is granted by Mr. F. that if man's 
inability were natural, be would be excuſable. 3 
Now, if he be as really unable to do gobd, as A 
his incapacity were ſimply natural, and were +" 
always fo, and neeeſſarily fo, and the blefled 
God is determined he ſhall remain ſo, I beg t that 
you, Sir, or your good friend would inform me 
where the difference lies, in point of criminality, *Þ 
between the Nigers! the idiot, and 2 ner-beff 1 
infant. x *7MY 
It is phos, Sir; that God Gight juſtly fie 
= left man in the ſtate he was born 1 in, 200 brou bur 
into by Adam's ſin, whatever ſtate that be; 
is it right to puniſn him more ſeverely. for Hae 
doing that which he has no'more power to do, RY 
nor ever had, than a blind man has to ſee, or 2 A 
eriple to walk? The neceſſity of divine i in- * 
influence,” is undeniable. But if this wer 
5 . and man could. ne. 
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„ and 9 this dips in- 
— and if this divine inſluence w 
always withheld: From him ; is it conſiſtent with 
the ſcripture character of Gd, ſto puniſh him 
more ſewereiy for what he never was 8 
40 avoid, than a man is able to avoid falling. 
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You will-natuaally apprehend, fir, by theſe que- 
ries, I wiſh to inſinuate the neceſſity, propriety, 
and glory of chat truth, which appears to me 
to ſine with diſtinguiſhed luſtre throughout the 
| 70ers vin, thatthe God of love has provided 
und is ever ready to 1 ab — 

A en, a full and free ſalvation. S 
Our 4 gee dus author's Opponents. ien to his 


„that it is Impoſſible to believe in 


oy Christ without a prinetple of faith created in 
ac the heurt *. This he admits, rand debates the 
matter with them on this ground. And this 
repreſentation he himſelf has given us before; 


"FP 
on which I have remarked in à former letterh. 
Whether he or his opponents have the more 


favorable ſide of the queſtion here, they them · 


ſelves will be able to determine. Yet I think 


it fill remains evident, that as no man on Mr, 
Eis hypotheſis, ſince the fall of Adam, ever had, 
or could have this principle, it cannot be right 

to puniſh ae mort JO" becauſe: er mer 
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But what I Keil wiſh to. have Jake what:  - 


meant by the principle of faith, as diſtinguiſhed 
from believing ? How this principle is created 
| cry A — believe? And the ſcripture 


evidence 
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eyidence in favour of the neceſſity and certainty 
of ſuth a prineiple prior to believing? , And 
make free to aſk farther,” if this be true, and 
men never had, or could have ſuch a., principle; 
- and < would never create it in them, and yet 
püniſh Wem more /everely becauſe they have it 
not, what is the difference between the conduct 
of the bleſſed God, and that of the Egyptian 
taſk · maſters ? I do therefore confeſs: toyoup:fir, | 
I cannot help thinking; that on :MroF?s: prinei- 
ples, and on thoſe of his opponents, any man, 
be his praftices as vile as they may, may excuſe 
dimſelf from blame; and all real good Nic | 
may be denied to be the duty of an unprincipled 
minds. lf man be ſo falſen, — grant 
hel is, it is not poſſible, it never Wñ police, 
that he ſhould do this rea/ good- of Himel == 
if God be determined never to enable him to do 
it, wherein is he to blame for not doing it? 


Port this plain poſition, that no man ought to be * 
puniſhed more ſeverely: fort not doing that which 
be never had any capacity for. But if the ſcrip- 
ture doctrines be admitted, that God gave his 
ſon to die for all; that he is not willing 
*< any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to. 
© repentapce,” that Chriſt is the true light, 
which lighteth every. man that cometh. 5 
the world,” and God is ever willing 
give his holy ſpirit to them that aſk. him z 
then man hangs" F b groan: une his 
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However we may dreſs up doctrine in ern,, 
and whatever plau ſible things we may ſay in fa 1 
vour of i it ; reaſon and ſcripture will ever ſuß- FY ö 


't @ ) 


1 „for not doing thät to which che Nl 
and 3 allowed 1 0 
- not. think: that Mr. F. himfelf dan; o his own 
N 3 faſten: a donviction of hlame on the 
4 conſcience; of any inner; becauſe he dess not 
turn, to God, and believe in -Feſus Thriſt. I 
myſelſ, en have frequently made che trial, 
to my beſt ability, but have always 
been bated i in it. I have often thought it my 
duty te reaſon with poor ſinners, and to endea- 
- your to. convinee them how much they are to 
blame. They have oppoſed me on this ground, 


20 & < erer ecru 


D God does not give them grace 1 

to . a he pleaſe, — do it in his own fi 

5 ill then muſt be a8 are, To 1 
1 __ diſpute en they mal * * tried 10 4 
3 { [confute and conviet . en What is called the 5 
6 |  have-always overcome 3 

m ; Ar ITTVES 3 VIE HEN WE b 142; Sei 30 £29: | 6 

EI don't mention. theſe facts, my good: bir, from F 
FS '-a ſpirit of malevolenoe 1 aur vou, they have = 
frequently brought groans from my heart If y 
ES "wow er Mr. F. think that my bungling in 2 7 1 
mentation was the cauſe of it, I defire that you 5 

or he would inſtruct me how to manage this f * n 

jiect better on his principles. If not, I muſt be N 
allowed to think that his view-of things opens a D 

wide door to lieentiouſnefs, which all his ſalvos P 

and diſtinctions will never be able to ſnut. And 4 

Lam perſuaded that the common plough-boy's b 
gument, What we cannot do, we cannot - 

- by: will be an irrefragable anſwer: ts them all. 1 

1 am exceedingly pleaſed with the ſucred cou- 2M 


ALLE 


rage with which your friend vindicates the im- 
portant doctrine in queſtion, The concrary - 
77 appears 
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He 3 4e If welesk ut the great works wine / 
« God hath wreught by LUr HER, Carvin” 


rey me ſo wi 7OUS an 
boſt intbreſts of waanikind; chat l 
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1 moſt Cori 
cc. wilk him God ſpeed.“ 1 Adkink 4366,” wh 


iven him this light and courage d 1 x 
5 — 


that many chers may follow his w 


ble example! He not only ſhews, as ke Nas be- 


| fore 1 that ie was the prackiee f 


to addreſs mafikird in 


with 2 - prohibitions, and . 
and cat walt were '* fuceeeded to tlie converfion 


of tnany-'theuſk * and fuſtiy obſefves, that 
« in Alm (1 belidve: 5 it Have ſard B 
1 3] $6 all the Ii afons of conver- \ 


7 e ee avs erer Knee er Heng of, theſe | . 


are "the means that Have been generally 
And I de eheve all h are neee with el 


% LAriux, Knox, Bunyan, ELLIOTT, Ep- 


% WARDS, BRAINERD, TENNANT, WHITFIELD, | 
numberlefs others, of our Reformation 
& Champions; we ſhall find they all went forth 


ce and 


de in the uſe of theſe weapons.” Fhis is unde- 

niably true, and it is certainly an argument of 
no little force: But I am greatly miſtaken, if 
many of theſe preachers did not likewiſe o re- 
preſent things, that it naturally appeaied to their 


auditors, that God was willing they ſhould all 


be ſaved; and that Chriſt had died for them alf. 


That our Lord and his apoſtles did this, is, wit 
me, clear beyond a doubt. And that ſome of 


= We _ OY and _— equally uſeful 
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ons . 1 P. 178. 


whom | 


he does not mention, did cordially believe 
this, is evident from. their writings. And it 


® 4 


pears to me, that others of them ſpoke i in ſuch a 
Manner as could not k recon with the con- 
trary doctrine. Hence, it is well n,. they: 


frequently been ſtiled INCONSISTENT CAL. 
vis Ts. However, I am happy to join with 
our good friend in aſſerting that they all 
ic went forth in the uſe of theſe weapons. And 
I am ftrongly perf 
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coder the ſea; . res | 
in this unli 5 
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8 d AS never man e | 
— 55 8 ho taugn . 
bim: and who: epuyld; aon 15 N? A 
other account, appeal to mankind, that they 4 
had © renounced che hidden thi eee > 


not walking in - craftineſs, nor W 4 
Word of God Aa; but . 
-of dhe Truth commending themſcives to every 
man's conſcienoe in the ſight of Gods There 
are no ſecrets . in the relig eee Jeſus. Everx SITES | 
doctrine in that Geige ſylterh recommends itſelf es A 
to the. underſtandings and conſciences of men; 
and in proportion to the degree of candour and 
impartiality wich which it is cxamined, will its 
| truth, beauty, value, and gond moral tendency 
- appear. And I obſerve with pleaſure, that. this 
; pPerſpicuity is apparent in Mr. F's pamphlet 
2 eee Wr 70H his diſtinctions be- 


* 


(64). 


tween, and deſcription of, the natura! fd moral 
inabili of man. And 160 it ſhould appear that 
his diſtinctions do not ſufficiently obyiate all the 
_ difficulties, Which encumber his hypotheſis, it 
will certainly be allowed that he has taken pains 
r they ſhould do ite 


«© By. natural ability,” he juſtly oblerves, after 5 
| == is meant, THE ENJOYMENT OF 


© RATIONAL FACULTIES, BOD ILY: POWERS, AND 
< EXTERNAL ADVANTAGES.” And, By 


/-66-StTION: ro USE'OUR' NATURAL: ABILITY To 
©©:R1GHT- PURPOSES.” Here, Sir, every thing 

is clear; and the definition of. natural. lili 
appears to be juſt- and proper. Ho far this 
\ *<an be ſaid-of his definition of moral .ability, is 
not, tome, quite ſo evident. But 1 ide 
definition for the ra to avoid. e 
| altercation... 

TJ obſerve, however, that then * there be. 2 

7 ndterial difference in one reſpect, between natural 


And moral li 7 e ſome other reſpects, 
be 


ttzhere appea 


There is a — Foe Way rational facultzes, 


_ bodily: powers, external advantages, and the diſpo- 


© ſition of the mind. Vet, I ſubmit it to you, Sir, 


who was born blind: could avoid that!? (2, A 


pPropenſities he was born with, more than a per- 


whether there be not a reſemblante. in the fol- 


lowing inſtances, (1.) Are they not both alike 


a nde laben Cauld man avoid being born 
with carnal propenſities, any more than a perſon 


they not alike in that we are not acceſſary t 
either d Was any tone the cauſe of a +I 


ſon was the cauſe of his being born without 
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r moral ability to do good, is meant, A. DISPS- : 


evident reſemblanee. 
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oo "6 esche intelleQual- . 
Are they not alike with reſpect to the power 
that man has to remove them ? Can any. man, 
by bis on power, remove ur deſtroy his ſinful 
propenſities, any more than he can give himſelf 
tlie powers of ſight or of hearing? (4) I venture 
to: add, are they not alike in point of criminality? | 

Can any one be juſtly charged as a criminal, for 5 


* 


what he could not avoid; was net, in any de- 4 
gree, or in any ſenſe, the cauſe of, nor; could | roll 


£ of558 I = 


Ever poſſibly either prevent or remove? Would. .- = *Y 


at not be equally unjuſtito. blame. or- puniſh A | 
man for being born dlind; or deaf: For though 
our author calls this vitioſity of diſpoſition maral 
3 inability; yet as it comes upom- man, by®gene- - 
ration, in the courſe af nature, ſurely it is, in 
this ſenſe, natural, and therefore, I od 
think, cannot be eriminal. 1 think Mr. F 
allows, „that inſants are born with theſe. propen- 
ſities. Are infants then to be.conſidered: as ori- 
minals . wilb either reaſon. or ſcripture admit. of 
"It 3 It is certainly natural to infants; and Mr. 
bs juſtly obſerves,” that natural inability” ſo 
tar as it prevails, excuſes from all obligation 
and blame & ; and acknowledges, that in- 
| 66 fants and idiots are under a natural incapacity, 
e of knowledge} ;” and he might have added, 
in this reſpect; of bolineſs' too; and cannot. 
therefore. be juſtly blamed. on this account. 
Nor do I know that the ſcripture ever blames 
man, much leſs condemns him; becauſe. he is 
born impure, or becauſe he is the ſubject of im 


Pure Were mee at Hig indulgence.” UE | 
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Wann negle& of that grace and Evatida, 
by which he might be delivered from the power 
aoßſthem. Lou will not, cuppole, my good Sir, 
that J mean to deny theſe ties, or to 
maintain that man has power of himſelf to re- 
moe, or overcome them. But 1 do imagine 
that theſe: three truths! are! extremely evident, 
and that. Mr. F. can never maintain his ground 
without admitting them. (I.) That na mar. 


will ever be ſent to hell, for that impurity of 


never avoid. (2) Man, though impure, is a 
/ | rational being, and capable of ſeeing that this 
impurity leads to ſinful tempers and actions; 
andi therefore eught not to be indulged. (3.) 
That the God of Love has: ere grace and 


q book: to Rog for that grace dat leu, by 
Which — ſhall be pardoned, and enabled to 
deny themſelves, and to overcome this impurity; 
_ + and. if they do this, they ſhall not periſh, but 
e have everlaſting life.“ And if not, they muſt 
Z periſn not — thay are impure; but: be- 
cauſe they have not belieted in the name of 


nature, or that mora! ability which he could 
1 


withſtanding all. Mr. F. or any other man ean 
fax, Ac that b hich ought to be matter of humi- 
liation Ad ſelf-abhorrence, becomes matter 


\«, [of excuſe; and izRead of furniſhing groungs 
© for ITS, wi.l prove a Foe gry Jil ” 
| 1 


: 5 1 r. . 


the only. begotten Son of God.“ 4 Becauſe 
- iber receige vor the love of the Fruth, that” 
they might be ſaved.” If this bo not allowed, 
and maintained, and addrefled home to Wen 
ö ſciences of finners, it is my opinion, that not - 
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Ithink Mr. E's: reaſonings on che extent of 
the, moral laws are very concluſive; and it 
would moſt certainly; contribute much, under the 
bleſſing of God, to the converfion of ſinners, 
and the promotion of holineſs, if à due regard 
were always paid to that invariable rule of hu- 
man conduct, and infallible teſt ef right and 
rong. But I cannot think his analogical 
reaſonings, in this and other places, from the 
law to the goſpel, are equally concluſive; unleſs 
the diiſpenſalion of the law, and that of the S 
be the ſame. But the goſpel is a better 
nant, eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes}; - 1 
ſuited to our fallen condition, arid calculated im 
its own nature, to bring ruined ſinners to liſe 
and hope; and“ adapted as good Mr. Evans 
obſerves, in the paſſage befere- mentioned, 
to remove a moral indiſpo/ttion of mind, juſt as 
e much as the preſcriptions of a phyſician, ort 
60 the operations of a ſurgeon are ſuited to re- 
„ move any natural diſorder of body.“??? 
Mr. F. inſiſts upan it, that this moral inability 
is no excuſe for diſobedience. This is true; 
but if men could never avoid it, and egrinot. 
deliver themſelves from it, and the bleſſed God 
will. not deliver them, ſurely they ought not to 
to be. nuniſbed for it, nor for any of its necęſſary 
effects. He reaſons thus: «Was the inability.” 
| ©. of, Joſeph's. brethren, who coul Nor peak 
6 peaceably.to him, no more Vlame-worthy? 
& if they had been literally dumb. 2: It muſt 
be e before; ans if Job's brethren. 
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0 ſpeak peaceably to their brother, they are 
certainly Seca both before Ged and man. 


No man blames 4 Eion, becauſe he has not the 


diſpoſition of a lamb. And if a lion had the 
wilter flunding of à man, yet if he could never 
alter his native foroeity, he would certainly be 
as unblameable as he is witho 


The! fame. reaſoning holds "good in all other 
eres och TE dw 8 


Does not ann ſenſe,” 406 6 our e 


make a difference between the inability of a 


* jazy fellow, who cannot work, beeauſe of 
his invincible propenſity to idleneſs, and one 


<. that is unable through a heavy afftiftion ? — 
Undoubtedly it does. But then common fenſe 
teaches at the ſame time, that this ſame lazy 
3 Aer not be ſo lazy; but by proper 
conquer his propenſities to idle- 
* A's ow this cannot be ſaid of men in a. 


Hate of unbelief, on Mr. F's principles; for 
according to him, our moral. incapacity is fully 


as invincible, as if our ineapacit were natural“. 

And there is no proviſion made, nor any way 
| „ by which a great part of mankind may 
de brou; aht to oppoſe, or enabled to. overeome 


this. — If this were the cafe: with 
Mr. F's lazy fellow, J believe no conſiderate 


perſon would blame him for his ialeneſ, more 
man for a **beavy affliftion.” But if grace be: 
provided, and proclaimed- to conquer our moral 

ineapacity, the caſe is very different, and the 
not 2 for then we are all utterly. 
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nr Bad. and-never could have it in their power 


t underſtanding... 
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n 
ese be and juſtly condemned, if we 


not the goſpel of Godt.” . „ 


On the Whole, therefoxe, tere, thi | 
to me very evident. (I.) Either Chrift- has laid, 
down his life for the ſins of all mankind, and 
ſalvation. is provided for all mankind, or elſe 
thoſe who believe not in him are perfectly un- 


blameable on that account. (.) That the uni- 


4 


verſality of the love of God, the death of Christ, 


and ſalvation thereby provided, ſtands or falls 


with univerſal calls, and the blameableneſs of 


unbelief. As your good friend has, I think, 


inconteſtably proved the latter; I conſider the- 
W ha naturally inferced from his ceaſanings.. 
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'EFreatiſe gave you no diſguſt. Nor did! it . all 
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N receiving 75 lat, it gave me RN FRY 
to find that you remarks on Mr. F's late 


furprize me, to read in your's, the following 


paragraph. e Vou ſeem particularly to diſlike 
two things in my friend's s performance. — lis 


<« confined views of our bleſſed Saviour's death; 
« —and'his analogical reaſonings in proof of 
6 The obligation that all men are under, to be- 


6 Jieve in, and embrace the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, : 
c from their obligations to keep the moral law. 
15 fully expreſs your diſappro-— 
c bation in general hints; I cannot but wiſh 
you would ſtate your own views on theſe twWo 
ce ſubjects, and give me ſome poſitive proof that 5 


No, as you 


Ter views are ſcriptural. 5 


own the truth; Sir, of what you here al- 
ledge.” But I muſt confeſs, and I do fincerely 
declare to you, that controverſy is ſo contrary. 
to my inclination, that I can hardly, at 10 


time, prevail with myſelf to exerciſe ſo muc 


 ſelf-denial, as is neceſſary for the diſcuſſion of 
| oe. ſubject in the polemic-method. And not- 


ſta! ding the great Tee which, (without 
2 1 705 1 have for Js: ſcarcely 1 imagine St, 
2 


as Loos eat: as av. 4 74 6 id 4. 


a. Mit" ed: Mos. 


death, Mr. F. ſuppoſes four Saviour died only. 
for apart of mankind. I ſuppoſe he died ſor all, . 
without exception. The topics from Which 
thould think this point capable of very ge 
are beſides many others, thoſe which f 


FP 


et)”. 


alf your: Nele could have prevailed with 
me to write what I have done, in my former 


letters on this eccaſton, had not my character 


and duty ſeemed to require it of me. I am 
willing however, ſo far to gratify your preſent 


wiſhes, as to ſubmit to your candour, a few, out 


of many, of thoſe topies from which; I think, 
a judicious diſputant would argue, reſpecti 
the ſubjects you mention. And I take the ſub- 
jets 1 in the order f in which , have ee 


It ReſpeRing the extent of e | 


proof 


low. 
Fixs r. It is certain, we have 2 ſufficient 


authority | to. believe any- thing in rel tous mat- 


ters, which is not declared in the Wo of God; 
and I never yet could find it declared there, wat 
Cbriſt only died for a part of mankind, No, 


as this; dectrine.is a matter of pure Revelation, 


and is e allowed, by thinking men, on 
both ſides, to be of great importance; —and as 
the death of Chriſt, for the ſins of men, is the 
glory of che golpel, and almoſt introduced on 
every occaſion. i in the apoſtolic writings; I ſay, 

as this is the caſe, I ſhould; think we might rea- 

. expect a full and explicit accaunt in. 
the New Teſtament, of this important a 

that Fr when Chriſt came to die for men, he 
6 excepted ſome, and only died for a part of. 
* them, if this had been the truth, indeed. Bat 
* catingt Anatas recorded in the Bible, it isa 
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At Would have come in very natural! AY „and, I 
| think, would bore been a n a 
| Auch. *(2.).1 > grant, K. much has been ſaid. 1 In 
.« fayour of it.“ But that is no proof at all. 
"Por much has been ſaid in HONEY of . an er. 
rors, even of the: greateſt errors. nd aft ter all, 
one of the chief arguments — does errors, 
has always been, that they are not found writ- 
zten m che ſcripture. However, (8. U L do not 
"think the limitted extent of our Saviour” ade 
Ba. be fairly 7 66 ee from the Aan e 10 
OW 
rule of e by which this doctrine. can 
d 8 1 8 5 from. ang. one . EL Kh 


n 


e 1 165 8 
Secondly. It appears t a "on. t it t con rary 
| 125 be fairly proved from all thoſe nie 
_ tures. which expreſsly declare the. aca e of 

divine love, and the unwillipgneſs of the (bleſ- 
led God, that any man ſhould periſh, of be 
"miſerable ; ſuch as Pal. cxlv., 8, 9. Ezek. 
ili. 32. XXxIi, 11. 1 Tim. ly. 2, 2 Pets ni. 

„Kc, Kc. 1. confeſs, after all that has been 

Kid on the ſubject, I could never yet find any 
"nora le ex poktion of theſe. and the. like pal. 


el : 1 
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| ſages: which does not imply, and naturally in- 
fer, the univerſal extent of our Saviour's death 
for thé fins of wien. But to avoid profixity, 
which(1s not-deſigned here, L only make the fol 
lowing:general remarks. ' 
5 185 t is certain, that thoſe who ate nat 
ſaved by the word is 


y COhriſt, eſpecially Where tlie we 
preached, will be more miſetable than if Chriſt 
had never died for ſinners, This is, I think, 
alen on all hands, And ie as grace be ma- 
nifeſted to them, or fal vation provided for them, 
they cannot avoid this, nor ever could avoid it. 
Becauſe if this be the caſe, they cannot avoid - 
finning;; andjtheir;fins are aggrayated by the ward 
being preached to them, and by the privileges 
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inal; hath provideeee. 
bas F. allows, and ſteadily b that” 
"many. invitations of the goſpel are univerſab;. but 
_ thinks, that the obligations to obey the geipel, 
and attend to theſe invitations, ariſes from the 5 
moral law, as we are ſubjects of God's moral 
government. Now, I think it cannot be denied, 
that man, as a creature of God, and a fubject o 
_ his: moral government; is, on that accbunt, 
bound to perform, what his maker bids him 
hang 1 to embrace Whatever r Anker 
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rreveals „0 ng | Nevertheleſs," I Bil apprehend 


it is a plain truth, that the. invitations of the 
950 goſpel are not to be enforced by che moral 
40 Jaw; but are rather 

* proviſion of life and Autan, which is made 

for ſinful men by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ 

bud that conſequently, 
is given, there, and — thoſe: perſons: the pro- 
viſion is made. Becauſe the proviſion is always 
neceſſarily ſuppoſed in the invitation; and there- 


fore, univerſal invitations muſt be founded on 
univerſal proviſion. Pleaſe to accept; a' few 


Jeading thoughts in proof of mis, which yo 
will amplify, and improve at moths r 5 
work:.) It is allowed, that the lay and the 


pel are very different from each other; and 30 | 
tue New Tefta- 


treated as different t 
ment, wherever the law is referred to. Fhey 


are two diſtinct covenants, built on two differ» 


ent foundations, The formerizequires' 


perfect 
. 6bedicnce;: as the condition. of life. The other 
difplays rich grace and free ſalvation to periſbing 


men, by Jeſus Chrift ; to be ece ved by faitk. 
Al: evangelical writers will, I believe, grant 
this. And the apoſtle makes this: difference, 
Nom. iii. 2731; and other places. It is cer- 
tain they are both ſtamped wirh the fame autho- 
tity ; and whatever re EE are included in, 
or vonnected with, either diſpenfation, theſe are 


_ enforced by that authority. But then, it is the 
divine authority operating in two different 1 


as the covenants themſelves are different. C 


in à way of pactional equity, while God is re- 
Tz ee as the moral governor of the world 3 


the other i in a W of free grace! and mercy, difs 
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on the rich 
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a to ruined i dana, Now 
how we ean ſuppoſe that Our obligations to obey 
the goſpel, and to receive the free ſalvation of 
Chriſt, ſhould wholly or chrefly ariſe from our 
obligation to keep the moral law:z ſince the co- 
venants are ſo materially different; is what 1 
cannot underſtand. Certainly, unleſs we were 
expreſsly taught otherwiſe, it is much more rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, that theſe obligations wih 
gaxiſe from the nature of the covenant itſelt; 
from the bleſſings provided, and exhibited in ita 
from the cextainty of miſery, and impoſſibility 


of being happy in any other way; for — 
. $5, not; ſalvation in any other; nor any other 
4. facrifice for ſin.“ And I apprebend,: weiſhall 
find, by reading the New Teſtament, that theſe 


calls and invitations were enforced by ſuch argu» 


ments as thoſe I have juſt now mentlobede Mare 


of Which by and by. I add. 


12.) If goſpel ealls and inviceions Eat <a 
_ configered::as: grounded only, or - chiefly, on the 


moral law, it is wonderful that neither the pros 


phets nor apoſtles, nor our Saviour himſelf ever 


taught. the people ſo, to whom they ſpoke. Buvis 
do not remember any thing of the kind. I do not 
remember that they ever enforced their calls and 


invitations of this kind upon the moral law; but 


by ſuch arguments as naturally ariſe from the 
ape itſelf, as a covenant. and diſpenſation oß 


free grace and mercy to. ane men. And. 


therefore, we ought to do ſo too. 3307-26 
2 (3-) If. the invitations of tbe 1 Were: 


| FE) on, and enforced byithe .. law, how 
wou che goſpel. be 1 nend to- loſt world 
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© miſety will be dreadfully aggravated; though 
we ennnot aſſure them that fa] vation is pro- 


s vided for, or that the leaſt grace will be given 


this grace, they can no more repent and be- 
© lieve, than they can create a world, or pluck 


e the ſun from the firmament,” It ſeems to me, 
I confeſs, that this would not be good but bd 


news; and, would not encourage, but greatly 


Ad 
7 


 #iſcourage them. And were this the caſe; I hould 


not wonder if, many ſhould: be led to with. that 


"Chriſt had never come, and that they were un- 


Jer the law ſtill; under which they could not 
have been fo miſerable as they now muſt of ne- 
_ ,ceffity be; fince by the coming of Chriſt, or by 
their miſimprovement of this wonderful bleſſing, 


which they could never avoid, their damnation 
| ee dach and inevitably increaſed; When 
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hear of {ſuch a meflage as this, called the goſ- 
pel, I can bardly forbear comparing it with that 
of the Egyptian taſk-maſters ; who ſtill demand 


ie full quantity of bricks, though ſtraw is de- 


nied to the poor Iſraelites; and theſe are moſt 


. cruelly beat, for that which they are not ab'e to 
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thar 1 enn find no duch cas 
bible. Whereas; on the other Hand, allow that 
"the invitations of che goſpel are krietly the lah- 
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guage of the new covenant; and founded on the 
fich proviſion God has made for guilty finners 
dy the death of his ſon : allow that the proviſion 
and the invitation are equally extenfive, and 
_ for all, without exception; and then the 
ſpel is good tidings indeed ; and the contents of 
"anſwer to its reviving and glorious Feu 
bib SIE 0 þ 
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fidered as a remedy deſigned and ealeülgteh oye 


recover miferable man; not only from the guilt 


; he: Hes under, as a ſinner, but from that enmit 
aitift God, which we are all, by nature; fo 


dleadfuny filled with. The words of Mr. Evaiis, 
cited twice befote*, can never be too much re 
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membeted; or too firongly recommended. Bt t 
how can the goſpel anſwer this end, or have this 
"tendency i in the minds of men, if it ont new 
injünctions, equally impoſſible, if not more o, 
than the moral law itſelf? and theſe in ſunctielle 


enforced by more awful puniſhment: 'T a . 


yer 5 is provided for, nor can 
de enz dy, many, on whom theſe in 
tions tf laid. Nor farther: are thay 11005 a 
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b petting a principle of love, gratitude; and ho- 
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ert $4 —— Fram divine ee God 
wes him, and is ready to ſhew mercy-to bim. 

5 cannot be faid to him as a ſinner, un- 

a free {alvation. be propoſed to him, as 
Wrought out and provided for him, as a Aba 
and encquragement to turn to God, and believe 

in Jeſus Chriſt, « 'T here is \ forgiveneſs with thee, 

OE: thou mayeft be feared 5” ſays. the holy 
pfalmiſt, (Pſal. cxxx. 4.) and we love him, 
= becauſe. 'he firſt loved us, is the language of 

Ney Teſtament ſaints. (1 Jobn iv. 19,) This: 

Is: the ſpirit of the goſpel; and whether this 
diſpoſition, i is more likely to be produced by the 

commands and threatenings of the law, or hy 

the. proclamations and promiſes. of grace, ac: 

 companying the invitations and calls of it, L 

leave to be determined ** Four judgment and ex- 

perience. 238 * dns c hot. 2} 10 

It may, 1 know, be I that « the grace of 

c God does actually recover ſome. perſons to this 

* happy ſtate of mind; I freely acknowledge 
it, and adore the divine workmanl ip in it. But if 

the See be what is ſtated above, and generally 

is is its native tendency, and bleſſed 
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flavery and condemnation in all'who hear it; for 
on this ground, it gives no hope or eneourage- 
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and, that 4 all thin ey 


for his complete. ſalvation; and if i its 
be accompanied with motives and : 


received, it infallibly produces the bleſſed 
s above-mentioned. And therefore, I dp 
— to any man's conſcience and experience. 
whether. that repreſentation of the 


cbnfiſtent with the declared: defign of it ; a 
whether more fully diſplays the juſtice aud grace: 


as 2: 1 1 
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am perſuaded, that they teach us by examples a 
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by moral obligations; but by arguments taken 
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We be in with Prov. i. 1. 2 2602 1. **Wiſdom 
« erieth without—How. ton. ye., imple” ones, 
will ye love e urn ye, at my 
| 1 ® Lene the' moral law 
ges:you"'?- No; but a gracious promiſe is 
Lee «Behold, 1 wilt pour out my ſpirit 
Wants you. Twi in make known my ord 
| unte yo. Go on to Chap, viii. Ver. 1 
ut 18, "19; e od net Fr iſo Apt 
Unt you, O den do I call; and my voice. is 
it tu the ſons of men—Receivemy inſtruction, a 
«not filyer; and knowledge rather than el Joice 
. For wiſdom is better than rudies 3 and 
</alF the things that may be deſired are not to be 
| «compared to it. Riches and honor are With 
| _ Sons,” 1 a, durable riehes and righteouſneſs. 
My fruit is better than gold, Vea, than fine 
e ; and my revenue than choice filver,” 
This was written under the dark and legal dif- 
penſation; and yet there is not a word of, more! 
okligation. 1 But treaſures, the rieheſt \freafores 
mentioned fand mentioned as an allurement 
to fallen men to receive the Inftruc ion of | 
| wiſdom. $35 FS 
What is the! tanking & the prophet iin. 
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bound to - repent by the moral law? 
word of the-kind. But «© Come Bin Ws 4 in * 
beius reaſon* together, faith the Lord“: tho 19 
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but would have them return and live. - —_ 


The very ſume in import, 'thoup 
Hear the prophet Hoſea, chap. xi. 
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leaf ly. make the like remarks. on 
ini! "of our. bleſſed. Saviour's. a 
Hatt. iv. 17. Mat i. 1 
We have found it neceſſary; in t Orr 
to refer, on other accounts, to the of 3 
e feaſt, Mat. xxii. and Ae -Xiv. WM 
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